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FINAL MODIFICATIONS TO THE
WOOD PRESERVING REGULATIONS

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has promulgated a final rule
that modifies several components of the regulations established in 1990
for managing wastes generated in the wood preserving industry. EPA
initially proposed such modifications in the December 5, 1991 Federal
Register.

Background

On December 6, 1990, EPA published in the Federal Register a final
rule listing three categories of wood preserving wastes as
"hazardous.” The rule subjected the management of these wastes
to regulation under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) and established standards for managing hazardous wastes

.. on "drip pads,” a containment and collection system commonly used
in the wood preserving industry.

Following promulgation of the December 1990 rule, EPA and
industry representatives together identified problems with
implementing and interpreting the regulations. As a result, EPA
published a notice of proposed rulemaking in the Federal Register
on December 5, 1991 to modify the wood preserving regulations, and
requested public comment on the proposal.

Action

EPA has evaluated the comments received and is now making
final a set of modifications to the wood preserving requirements, not
unlike those proposed in 1991. The modifications amount to
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